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Fundamental Duties prescribed in
the Constitution of India

STA. Fundamental duties.—It shall be the duty of every citizen of India—

(a) to abide by the Constitution and respect its ideals and institutions, the
National Flag and the National Anthem;

(b) to cherish and follow the noble ideals which inspired our national struggle
forfreedom;

(c) touphold and protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of India;

(d) to defend the country and render national service when called upon to do

50;

to promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all the
people of India transcending religious, linguistic and regional or sectional

diversities; to renounce practices derogatory to the dignity of women;

(f)  tovalue and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture;

(g) to protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes,

rivers and wild life, and to have compassion for living creatures;

(h) to develop the scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of inquiry and
reform;

() tosafeguard public property and to abjure violence;

(i) tostrive towards excellence in all spheres of individual and collective activity

so that the nation constantly rises to higher levels of endeavour and
achievement;

(k) who is a parent or guardian to provide opportunities for education to his

child or, as the case may be, ward between the age of six and fourteen
years.
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1. The Context

1.1 Whyisreading important?
The contribution of reading in improving learning outcomes has been
demonstrated in various research studies. Reading helps young learners in
developing foundational literacy skills such as
understanding and interpreting tfext. It is a step
towards developing command over language and
writing skills.

Unlike speaking, reading is a skill which does not
come naturally to humans and needs to be learnt. :

Reading is an interaction between the text and the reader, which involves not just
understanding the meaning of the words but also grasping the multi-layered
meaning behind the fext. It requires continuous practice, development and
refinement.

Reading motivates students to read books independently, develop creativity, critical
thinking, vocabulary and the ability to express both verbally and in writing. It helps
children to relate to their surroundings and real life situation. Thus, there is a need
to create an enabling environment in which students read for pleasure and develop
their skills through a process that is enjoyable and sustainable and which remains
with them forlife.

1.2.  Whydo we need libraries?

Children need access to quality books and other reading material to develop and
grow as readers, thinkers and writers. This might seem obvious, but it is not that
simple - the key point being abundance of reading materiall Children thrive in
reading when the environment contains g lot of interesting and engaging books
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NEP Para Provisions regarding libraries and books
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and other reading material. In other words, this means a large collection of books
organized as per reading levels and interest of the students in a special and inviting
place to enjoy independent reading time and book-related activities with peers.
Such a place s called a “Library’.

The need for this special place called ‘Library’ in every school is recognised by the
National Curriculum Framework, 2005, the Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education Act, 2009 and the National Education Policy, 2020 (NEP).
The library is an essential component of the school, providing not only resources
for joyful learning, but also equipping children with sustainable reading skills to
make them enthusiastic and independent readers. Libraries create resources for
learners and teachers while extending support to schools in achievement of the
curricular goals.

Findings of the National Achievement Survey 2017 have clearly brought out
that school children who have access to a school library and who read story
books have higher levels of learning.

Provisions in NEP 2020

The NEP 2020 has emphasised on the importance of libraries and books by
highlighting on various aspects including development of enjoyable and
inspirational books in Indian languages, availability and accessibility of books in
school/public libraries, strengthening of libraries and building a culture of reading
across the country.

The policy also highlights that steps will be taken to ensure the accessibility of
books to disable and differently-abled persons. The government, with the help of
both public and private sector institutions, will devise strategies to improve the
quality and aftractiveness of books.

Para2.8 « Enjoyable and inspirational books for students at all levels will be

developed, including through high-quality translation (technology
assisted as needed) in all local and Indian languages, and will be
made available extensively in both school and local public libraries.

« Public and school libraries will be significantly expanded to build a
culture of reading across the country.

Ministry of Education mm o5
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NEP Para Provisions regarding libraries and books

Digital libraries will also be established.

School libraries will be set up - particularly in villages - to serve the
community during non-school hours, and book clubs may meet in
public/school libraries to further facilitate and promote widespread
reading.

A National Book Promotion Policy will be formulated, and extensive
initiatives will be undertaken to ensure the availability, accessibility,
quality, and readership of books across geographies, languages,
levels, and genres.

Para 5.9

The first requirement in this direction will be to ensure decent and
pleasant service conditions at schools. Adequate and safe
infrastructure, including working toilets, clean drinking water, clean
and attractive spaces, electricity, computing devices, internet, libraries,
and sports and recreational resources will be provided to all schools to
ensure that teachers and students, including children of all genders
and children with disabilities, receive a safe, inclusive, and effective
learning environment and are comfortable and inspired to feach and
learn in their schools.

Para 6.15
(Pertains to
NIOS)

Alternative forms of schools, will be encouraged to preserve their
traditions or alternative pedagogical styles.

* Libraries and laboratories will be strengthened and adequate reading

materials like books, journals, etc., and other teaching-learning
materials will be made available.

Para 7.5

By 2025, be addressed by State/UT governments by adopting

innovative mechanisms to group or rationalize schools.

The objective behind this intervention would include adequate
resources (shared or otherwise), such as a library, science labs,

computer labs, skill labs, playgrounds, sports equipment and facilities,
etc.

Guidelines for Library Grant and Promoting Reading in Schools
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Para21.6 * Suitable infrastructure will be ensured so that all interested adults will
have access to adult education and lifelong learning.

* A key initiative in this direction will be to use schools/ school
complexes affer school hours and on weekends and public library
spaces for adult education courses which will be ICT-equipped when
possible and for other community engagement and enrichment
activities.

Para21.9  * Improving the availability and accessibility of books is essential to
inculcating the habit of reading within our communities and
educational institutions.

e This Policy recommends that all communities and educational
institutions - schools, colleges, universities and public libraries - will be
strengthened and modernized to ensure an adequate supply of books
that cater to the needs and interests of all students, including persons
with disabilities and other differently-abled persons.

« The Central and State governments will take steps to ensure that books
are made accessible and affordable to all across the country including
socio-economically disadvantaged areas as well as those living in
rural and remote areas.

* Both public and private sector agencies/institutions will devise
strategies to improve the quality and atfractiveness of books published
in all Indian languages.

* Steps will be taken to enhance online accessibility of library books and
further broad basing of digital libraries.

« Other steps will include:
o strengthening all existing libraries,
o sefting up rural libraries and reading rooms in disadvantaged regions,
o making widely available reading material in Indian languages,
o opening children’s libraries and mobile libraries,
o establishing social book clubs across India and across subjects, and
o fostering greater collaborations between education institutions and

libraries.
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NEP Para Provisions regarding libraries and books

Para4.14  « All efforts will be made in preparing high-quality bilingual textbooks
and teaching-learning materials for science and mathematics, so that
students are enabled to think and speak about the two subjects both in
their home language/mother tongue and in English.

Para4.31 ¢ Where possible, schools and teachers will also have choices in the
fextbooks they employ - from among a set of textbooks that contain the
requisite national and local material - so that they may teach in a
manner that is best suited to their own pedagogical styles as well as to
their students and communities’ needs.

Para 6.1 1 '-Biﬁerem‘ categories of children with disabilities have differing needs.

* In particular, assistive devices and appropriate technology-based
tools, as well as adequate and language-appropriate teaching-
learning materials (e.g., textbooks in accessible formats such as large
print and Braille) will be made available to help children with
disabilities integrate more easily into classrooms and engage with
teachers and their peers.

* NIOS will develop high-quality modules to teach Indian Sign
Llanguage, and to teach other basic subjects using Indian Sign
Language.

Para22.6  « Teaching and learning of Indian languages need to be integrated with
school and higher education at every level.

* For languages to remain relevant and vibrant, there must be a steady
stream of high-quality learning and print materials in these languages

including textbooks, workbooks, videos, plays, poems, novels,
magazines, efc.

* Languages must also have consistent official updates to their
vocabularies and dictionaries, widely disseminated, so that the most

current issues and concepts can be effectively discussed in these
languages.
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Initiatives by Department of School Education & Literacy

Keeping in view the findings of the National Achievement Level Survey, 2017
linking reading fo learning achievement, the Samagra Shiksha scheme was
revised in 2018 fo include the provision of library grant to all government schools.
The vision of this component is fo develop school libraries as learning spaces that
nurture life-long readers and seekers of knowledge and promote reading ability
through relevant, age-appropriate, diverse and engaging books and other
reading material. In the year 2018-19, under Samagra Shiksha, library grant was
provided for the first time covering all government school from classes | to XII. This
provision has been made to strengthen library infrastructure and add newer books
to the library collection in an effort to perpetuate reading and learning.
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The fund for library grant ranges from ¥5000/- in a primary school to
£20000/- in composite senior secondary school. The details are given below:

Category of School Library Grant
1 Primary School (ClasstoV) ¥5,000/-
2 Upper Primary School (Class VIto ViI) ¥13,000/-
3 Secondary Schools (Classes IXand X) ¥ 15,000/-
4 Senior Secondary Schools only (class Xl o Xll) ¥20,000/-
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